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Abstract

An Examination of the Literary Aesthetics
of Tasan Jeong Yak-yong

Park Su-mil

research professor, Hanyang University Institute for East Asian Cultures

This paper aims to deepen our understanding of Tasan Jeong
Yak-yong by examining the aesthetic attitudes of his that has been
neglected. First, it examined Tasan’s aesthetic attitudes toward
beauty and goodness. The beauty of Tasan’s is fundamentally related
to moral goodness. Goodness is the counterpart of evil, but it also
means improving reality. The idea is that beauty and goodness are
here at once, so it’s best here to make the best effort. Returning to
the original Confucian scriptures and reinterpreting their spirit with
his own insight, Tasan sought to apply beauty and goodness to the
present day and reality.

This brings us to Tasan’s literary aesthetic. He believed that
literature should be a tool of help and virtue. He believed that
literature should not be skilful, nor should it recite merrymaking,
but should help with virtue and save the country and its people.
Tasan was concerned with society and reality, unlike traditional

Confucian scholars, who emphasized the inner cultivation of the
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individual by saying that the truth is to rectify and save the world.
He saw the value of literature as empathizing with the lives of the
marginalized, standing beside them, listening to their voices, and
helping them. It is at this point that Tasan’s beautiful aesthetic
attitude towards the world and human beings shines through. While
he was furious and angry about power and injustice, he was generous
and warm toward the underprivileged. He was compassionate and
empathetic toward the suffering people and marginalized human
beings. Thus, his literature is fiery yet gentle, satirical yet warm. It
was the goodness and beauty of Tasan’s to fix human beings and
society to create a better world.

By unifying the secular (everyday life) and the literary, Tasan aimed
for Cheong (i) - clearness- and Ah (if) -elegance- aesthetic. Tasan
demanded that one should have affection for the secular world, but
be wary of flowing into Li(ff)-coarse- and Tak (#)-cloudy- when
expressing oneself in literature, and have a clear mind. He asked
them to learn the classics in order to cultivate elegance(¥f#k) in the
secular world. Compared to the poetic style of the late 18th century,
which was largely oriented toward Kigeyichoemshin(#34#8i= so
fresh and strange, as cutting-edge and new), the characteristics of

the literary style of Tasan can be more clearly seen.

Key Words | Tasan, Jeong Yak-yong, aesthetics, literary aesthetics,

aesthetic thought, Cheonga beauty(clear and pure beauty).
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